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IRRITABLE BOWEL DISEASE SERVICES 

516. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 
I have a supplementary question. These briefing notes make it quite clear that staff will be lost and that services 
will ultimately be changed. Does the minister now regret not reading his briefing notes properly and simply 
accepting glib assurances, as he says, from the department about those service levels? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
I read that briefing note quite carefully. Although it said that the service would change because two FTEs had 
moved to other jobs, they were going to replace those with a quality of service that was the same. That is all 
I ever said: the standard of service would be the same at the new hospital. I never said that the people who were 
employed would be re-employed at the new hospital. I never, ever said that. That was clearly not the case, 
because those people did not continue. There were three nurses involved in the thing. One of them was 
a specialist nurse, and two were research nurses. One full-time equivalent was a specialist nurse, and there was to 
be a replacement specialist nurse at the new hospital. The other two were involved in the research program. They 
were classified as research nurses, and some of them were paid out of research funds—a little bit of government 
funding, but mostly research funds. They were looking at the opportunity to replace those funds at the new 
hospital, but those people had gone. The 0.6 FTE was re-employed, but the other one had found a new job. What 
the member said is not true. He tried to show that to the media, but it was quite easy for me to show the media 
the documentation and explain that what the member was saying was not true. I think that came out quite clearly 
in the media presentation. 
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